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I would like to begin by conveying my sincerest congratulations to the Taylor and
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Matsuno families upon this union of John Taylor and Koharu Matsuno.

It is my great honor that I am able to serve this wedding ceremony in a Shinto style;
reflecting the traditional culture of Japan.

This is deeply meaningful because it has only been brought about by the acceptance
of each other's culture, customs, and values, while still maintaining pride in your culture.
It is thanks to this mutual recognition and respect to each other's culture, that I am

able to hold this ceremony in the traditional Shinto style today.

Shinto has been considered a traditional religion of Japan since when the faith came
into existence spontaneously over 2600 years ago, and it has continued to have a deep
influence on the Japanese way of life.

Despite this, many couples in modern times chose a Christian style wedding
ceremony, regardless of their own faith.

Thus I am all the more delighted to be able to inform the Kami (deities) dwelling

here in Japan of this joyous news and share our happiness with the deities which
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eternally watch over and protect this happy couple, and the all the friends and family

which have gathered here today.

Within the norito prayer I read before the Kami today, I reported to the Kami our
great gratitude for the parents who brought John and Koharu into the world and raised
them into the fine young man and woman they are today. I conveyed our joy with
which we gather here on this auspicious day to pray for the continued happiness and
success of this new couple.

The prayer conveyed our hopes for a bright and peaceful life, blessed with offspring
and filled with respect for each other and the warm love of family down through the

ages.

In a Shinto wedding, the bride and groom steadily face towards the Kami, while their
families, watching over the couple, face towards each other.

This symbolizes the harmonious spirit of marriage, for in Shinto, marriage is not
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thought to be only between husband and wife, but also to be a union binding both
families together into a single community.

Furthermore, during the ceremony the bride and groom as well as both their parents
offered up a prayer along with the evergreen branches of the Tamagushi. Rather than
flowers which are soon to wither, it is these evergreen branches, which forever retain
their verdant coloring, that we offer in Shinto.

In this way, Shinto cherishes what is called "tokowaka', or literally "eternal youth",
and asks us to keep our souls eternally youthful and fresh. In order to do this, we must
accumulate right and honest actions day by day.

A flower must first have deeply planted roots and send forth stem and leaves before
it can produce its fragrant blossom.

In the same way to keep our souls young and fresh, we humans must plant our feet
firmly, consider our respective roles as a family, and continually renew a feeling of
gratitude in our everyday lives.

Thus the offering up of the Tamagushi today includes a prayer that this new couple
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can spend their lives together with an unchanging youthfulness of the soul.

I believe that the verdant Sakaki branch, which is placed before the Kamidana at
the center of the home, becomes a place of gratitude and prayer which connects us to
our making of a cheerful household and a rich spiritual life. ~ With the vow which was
sworn after the Norito prayer, the Kamisama has received your lifelong unchanging
love as an oath.

The ancient chronicles of Japan hand down to us the deeds of many different deities.
Often, the deities overcame difficulty by each of them contributing their own wisdom
during discussion and then joining together to utilize each of their many different
talents. In this way, they were able to build a peaceful and stable society.

Thus Japan was not born from the struggles of men, but is a country created through
the discussion and mutual compromise of the Kamisama.

With the help and support of our ancestors, Japan has been able to flourish with
rich soil and abundant water that nourishes the rice throughout the beauty of the four

seasons.
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Finally, I pray with all my heart that the two of you work together and rely on each
other's individual talents and wisdom in times of joy and in times of sickness. I pray
that you build a bright and pure family through discussion and compromise. I pray that
for generations unto generations, together with your descendants, both your families
will eternally flourish and prosper more and evermore, to have many years of happiness
filling your hearts and souls.

With this, I bring the wedding ceremony to a close.

My sincerest congratulations to you both.

Thank you.

(frfmk <€ H)
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